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sian aims, the population of these States have after all, and
including the educated classes, passed tinder the Prussian
hegemony and accepted the drift of Prussian political aims
somewhat easily. In point of fact there was not much of
, anything available in the way of public sentiment and na-
tional aspirations in these non-Prussian states, else than a
dilute form of the same thing. Their earlier experience had
run along the same general lines, except for a certain kck
' of success attending their princely politics. They were, in
fact, dynastic States of much the same complexion but
drawn on an incompetently diminutive scale; and since
there was no habitual bent of a different nature, no bias
that would actively traverse the inculcation of the Prussian
line of aspirations, the assimilation of the Prussian teaching
has followed with great facility. There were no positive
traditions of their own, and no inbred institutional bent,
with which the south-Germans would have to break in mak-
ing the Prussian outlook and discipline their own, so that
the change meant little else to them, substantially, than
more of the same kind as that in which they were already at
home. It is not as if the Prussian system had been imposed
on an English-speaking people, e.g., with inbred notions
of popular autonomy and private initiative.
The pursuit of this State policy has had many and wide-
reaching consequences for the economic fortunes of the
Fatherland and its people, some of which are sufficiently
notorious through repeated publication by many and divers
competent spokesmen. The exploits of Imperial policy in
furthering the material progress of the country are among